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BY THE NUMBERS

61
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$314,886 
AWARDED

7,423
AFTER-SCHOOL 

TUTORING 
LOG-INS

38
FIRST STEP

SCHOLARSHIPS

1,600
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IN FIELD TRIPS AND
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES

35
NEW

CHROMEBOOKS389
TESTING AND COLLEGE

APPLICATION FEES PAID

Our entire Berkeley High School community would like to thank the Berkeley High 
School Development Group for its financial commitment that allows our educators to 
make dynamic and enriching learning opportunities a reality for our students. Thank 
you to the donors and Board for the grants and collaboration you make possible to our 
educators every single day.

—Juan Raygoza, BHS Principal



GRANT SPOTLIGHTS
INNOVATIVE INSTRUCTION 
Your gifts provided much-needed professional development  
opportunities for teachers to invigorate their instruction after 
two school years of pandemic disruptions. A retreat for all 
Universal 9th grade (U9) teachers, funded in partnership with 
the Berkeley Public Schools Fund, focused on reconnecting with 
fellow staff members, creating equitable grading practices,  
offering student support, and clarifying U9 goals and values.  
And your donations enabled 9 math teachers to attend the 
California Mathematics Council annual conference and develop 
practices to improve outcomes for all students. 
 You also made it possible to develop innovative new  
academic programs: a Data Science curriculum will introduce 
students to data analysis, sampling, probability, and data  
modeling as part of a new math pathway. An Asian-American  
Pacific Islander (AAPI) Literature class is the first step in a future 
AAPI humanities curriculum that will offer lessons,  
resources, and materials across BHS. A personal finance  
curriculum will be integrated into Economics courses and  
prepare students for life after high school, and a Universal  
Design for Learning approach for special education students 
will remove barriers to learning.

 

COMMUNITY BUILDING AND ENRICHMENT 
Your generosity funded the all-school spring carnival (complete 
with teacher dunk tank!) and provided discounted prom tickets 
for 140 seniors who otherwise couldn’t afford to attend. You also 
helped send more than 1,500 students on field trips, including  
all 9th graders and Academic Choice (AC) seniors to an A’s base-
ball game.  
 “The community building was a much needed break from 
a pretty heavy school year and a particularly difficult time for 
Berkeley High School,” said U9 lead teacher Hasmig Minassian. 

“We heard nothing but positive results from students, teach-
ers, and parents.” Intervention Counselor Jasdeep Malhi added, 

“The time we spend with students outside of school has been 
the most rewarding and really allowed them to bring down their 
walls and open up to us.” 
 More than 180 students were inspired by a virtual presenta-
tion by Minnijean Brown-Trickey, one of the Little Rock Nine 
who helped desegregate her high school in 1957. And you  
supported a student-organized fashion show and art exhibit 
that celebrated the talents and creativity of the entire school  
community.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS 
You stepped up and made sure our students had the academic 
and social support they needed after more than a year of  
distance learning and isolation. After-school tutoring returned 
in person, and donations to BHSDG enabled 37 teachers to stay 
after school and provide free tutoring to any student who needs 
a little extra support–more than 50 every day. One student  
appreciates “getting help from my ACTUAL teacher, someone 
who knows me and knows the content inside and out. I don’t 
know what I would do if I couldn’t get help.” 
 Teachers and staff continue to focus on equity in learning 
and creating an affirming school environment for LGBTQ+ 
students. “This professional development was a huge success!” 
reported teacher Tasha Jackson. “It was clear our staff needed 
the professional development time and have asked for more 
support and more meetings like this.”  
 Students took advantage of creative learning opportunities 
like the I-RISE writing therapy class designed to improve the 
mental health of high-risk students and a state of the art CNC 
high precision metal cutting machine which will be used by the 
Robotics Club and Robotics classes for years to come. And you 
funded a graduation ceremony for students in the Multilingual 
program, all recent immigrants.
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2021–22 DONORS

THANK YOU!
Your contributions create a stronger  
educational experience for all students. 
–Jenny Morgan & Emily Nathan, Co-Presidents

“BHSDG allows Berkeley Technology 
Academy and Berkeley Independent 
Study teachers and students to have  
access to  enrichment and resources—like 
field trips and guest speakers—and sup-
ports B-Tech/BIS staff to grow our school 
programs by funding projects and consul-
tants. We continue to be grateful for this 
community support and opportunity.”

–B-Tech/BIS Principal Heidi Weber

Your donations supported yard signs for all graduating seniors.
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The College and Career Center offers support for college research  
and applications.
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We appreciate every donation  
and respect our donors. If we’ve  
misspelled your name or left you  
off the list, please let us know.  
Our mistake was inadvertent  
and we humbly apologize.



This spring BHSDG transformed the traditional business  
fundraiser into an in-person community event to rebuild the 
Berkeley High School community and nurture new connections. 
More than 100 people came together at Gather restaurant for a 
lively and timely conversation with former Berkeley High parent 
and bestselling author Peggy Orenstein (Girls and Sex, Boys and 
Sex) and consent educator and author Shafia Zaloom (Sex, Teens, 
& Everything in Between) 
 Accompanied by music performed by Berkeley High Jazz 
Band students, the pair discussed how to help our students 
navigate the confusing worlds of relationships and sex. They 
also shared what their research and ongoing conversations have 
taught them about how young people are handling these issues 
and offered expert advice and guidance on communicating  
with teens. 
 The support of sponsors North Berkeley Wealth Manage-
ment, McCrae Thompson, Compass Real Estate, and attendees 
and donors like you, raised more than $25,000 for BHS. 
 Kate Campbell King and Brian Kozel from event sponsor 
North Berkeley Wealth Management told the audience,  

“We have been proud to partner with BHSDG for many years  
to support Berkeley High students, teachers, and community 
through events at the intersection of important conversations 
and community engagement - a combination that helps move 
us all forward and creates a stronger Berkeley  
community.” 
 A portion of funds supported the College and Career  
Center (CCC), helped offset college application and test fees  
for 180 students in need, provided First Step Awards to help  
38 low-income seniors defray expenses as they made the  
transition to college, and purchased yard signs celebrating  
all graduating seniors. 

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

                     

SPRING COMMUNITY EVENT   
REBUILDS CONNECTIONS

Thank you for making it possible for me to apply to colleges without financial concerns. Because of your 
great generosity, I was able to apply to my dream school. Thank you so much for helping first gen stu-
dents like me achieve their dreams and more.

— BHS graduate and First Step Award recipient

Ira & Carol Serkes



The Berkeley High School Development Group (BHSDG) 
was created in 1991 by a group of parents concerned about 
cuts to school arts programs. With the support of donors 
and community members like you, BHSDG has grown to 
become an essential source of funding for Berkeley High 
School, Berkeley Technology Academy and Berkeley  
Independent Studies (9-12). Your giving sustains programs 
that enrich the experience of every single student—like 
after-school tutoring, technology, classroom supplies, 
community-building and college and career assistance.  
 Donations made directly to BHSDG fund specific 
programs and projects that benefit teachers and students. 
Donations to BHSDG’s general fund in 2021-2022 totaled 
$388,285 and made up more than 78% of the organiza-
tion’s revenue. BHSDG also acts as the fiscal agent, at no 
cost, for donations made to specific learning communities, 
departments, and programs, and they determine how  
to spend the funds. Approximately $104,026 of your  
donations were earmarked for these donor-directed  
purposes. Operational expenses for the year were 5% of 
total expenses. This means that 95 cents of every dollar 
donated went directly to programs that strengthen the 
educational experience for all BHS students.  

2021-22 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

The Data Science training has made it possible for us to teach a brand new and widely popular  
course this year. It has been vital to our understanding of the tech platforms and project-based  
flow of the units.

— Laura Gorrin, Math & Data Science teacher 
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 Cash available at the end of 2021-2022 was $439,353. This  
provided initial funding for the 2022-2023 school year and  
supports after-school tutoring, student planner, application and  
testing fees, classroom supplies, technology, and professional  
development focused on equity.  
 A new partnership with the Berkeley Public Schools Fund paid  
for a multi-day teacher retreat for the Universal 9th grade (U9) and  
a year-long program to grow the number of Technology Teacher  
Leaders and improve technology integration across all subject areas.
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Total expenses $492,311

REVENUE

21%

79%

General: $388,285
Learning Communities & Departments: $104,026

Use of Funds

Paycheck $4,000

Additional income $0

Total income $4,000

Money Left Over

Income minus expenses -$488,311

Budget

1

TOP GRANTS
YOUR DONATIONS SUPPORTED LAST YEAR

$5,680

$11,500

$13,663

$17,200

$20,139

$22,988

$26,030

$28,500

$35,422

$52,960

CNC high-precision machine 
for Robotics Lab

Equity-based anti-racism and gender affirming 
professional development

New curriculum development including a Data Science math course, AAPI humanities 
curriculum, Universal Design for special education students, and writing therapy

Student planner and organizer available 
free to all students

Technology and equipment, including new Chromebooks 
and educational software

College and career support, college application 
and test fees for students in need

Community building: all-school spring carnival, financial support for 
prom tickets for students in need, field trips, and graduation yard signs 

First Step scholarships to pay initial expenses 
as 38 graduates moved on to college

Classroom supplies grants for all 
BHS, BIS, and BTA teachers

Free after-school 
tutoring for all students
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Jennifer Morgan, Co-President • Emily Nathan, Co-President
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Bethany Johns, Events Coordinator • Jay Migliaccio, Board Member at large
Sloane Morgan, Fundraising Coordinator • Julie Obbard, Grants Committee
Tamara Pattison, Website Manager • Kira Rao-Poolla, Student Representative  
Jonathan Schwartz, Student Representative • Jennifer Werner, Virtual Office Manager 
Pam Wilder, Grants Committee

DEPARTING MEMBERS
Clara Brownstein, Joshua Langenthal, Stephen Paik, Ian Segall
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BERKELEY HIGH SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GROUP, P.O. Box 519, Berkeley, CA 94701-0519 • WWW.BHSDG.ORG  
BHSDG is an independent, nonprofit, IRS recognized 501 (c) (3) corporation. Nonprofit tax ID #94-3173406

THE MISSION of the Berkeley High School Development Group is to support and strengthen the educational experience  
of all students at Berkeley High School, Berkeley Technology Academy, and Berkeley Independent Study (9–12).

PLEASE DONATE TODAY to make sure all  
students get the education and support they  
need to prepare for college, career, and beyond!

Your gift touches the lives of EVERY STUDENT at  
Berkeley High. Donations support a broad range  
of vital school programs and activities.

DONATE ONLINE AT WWW.BHSDG.ORG,  
or via CHECK payable to: 
 BHSDG, P.O. Box 519, Berkeley, CA 94701-0519. 

Please inquire if your employer has a matching gift  
program that could double your donation. You can  
also donate stock by contacting stock@bhsdg.org.


